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Van de Graaff generator has a positive charge, electrons in person are attracted to 

that charge and congregate on person’s hands. This leaves the hair positively 

charged. Since like charged repel, all the positive strands repel each other, and 

move away from each other so they stand up 

Electrons flow from the ground wire into the can to make it neutral again 
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Separate them more 

OR 

Reduce the charges 
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2400𝑁 =
𝑘 ∗ (−2.8𝐶) ∗ (−1.9𝐶)
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2400𝑁 =
(8.99𝑥109) ∗ (−2.8𝐶) ∗ (−1.9𝐶)
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2400𝑁 =
(8.99𝑥109 ∗ (−2.8𝐶) ∗ (−1.9𝐶)
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2400𝑁 =
47826800000
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d=4464m 


